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Award Winning

We were traveling across the state after dark and decided to eat supper in the
next small town coming up. Dana found the “Front Porch Café” (names have
been changed to protect the, ... innocent), on yelp and decided to call them.
“We’re traveling on the highway and would like to eat there. Can you give us
directions?” The young woman answered, “Do you know where the Dodge
dealership is?” (Pause) Dana replied, “No, we are traveling across the state and
haven’t stopped in your town yet.” (Another pause). “Well, do you know where
the Starbucks is?” (Longer pause). “No, can you give us directions if we get off
at exit 51, farm to market road 322? Are you north or south of the highway?”
(Longest pause yet). (Hand covering the phone) “Judy, which one is FM 322?
Are we north ...” (Long pause where we begin to rethink our decision). “OK,
here’s what you do ..."

Now it was an adventure; a challenge. When we finally arrived, we were
greeted by the same young woman who talked with us on the phone. “Is this
your first time here?” (We look at each other trying not to laugh). She seated us
and naturally, she was our waitress as well as the hostess. The headline on the
menu was: “Ask us about our AWARD WINNING Chicken Fried Steak.” So,
(against my better judgment), 1did. “Yes! We came in seventh!” 1 don’t
know about you, but seventh sounds like the participation trophy I got for little
league baseball. Seventh sounds like your consolation prize for playing “Wheel
of Fortune” and not winning anything. Seventh, in a horse race, is closer to last
than it is to first. Seventh is in the top ten, but just barely. Then I started
wondering, “Out of how many?” (Trying not to embarrass her, | refrained from
asking any more questions).

We ate the “AWARD WINNING” Chicken Fried Steak, and I must admit,
without hesitation or reservation, of all the chicken fried steaks I’ve ever eaten ,
this one was certainly on the list.

Upon further review, | admire her enthusiasm. | admire her ability to make the
best of whatever award they were given, no matter how many participants there
were. | admire her pride in this out of the way, hard to find, little corner of the
world. The church could learn a few lessons on enthusiasm from her. She could
teach others how to find joy in the simplest of things. Now, if she could just
learn directions...

Grace and Peace,

Alan
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STOCK SHOW Time is approaching!!

We will again be preparing Sack Lunches for the FW Stock Show and Rodeo.
We will be packing the lunches on January 17, 2018 prior to the catered meal.
Thanks again for your participation in the Tarrant Churches Together 5th
Annual Sack Lunch Chuck Wagon!!

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
INTERNATIONAL UKULELE ORCHESTRA

ACCIUO continues to grow. And anybody is welcome to come.

We have ukuleles for those who would like to learn. We have had two ukuleles
donated to the orchestra; if you have one that is not being used (maybe stuffed
in the back of the closet or in the

attic) would you consider donating it to the group?

You do not have to know music, The ukulele is simple and fairly easy to learn;
we only have one'rule’: practice. We will help

anyone who wants to try.

And we have fun! Practices on Wednesdays at 5:15 are marked by laughter and
music. We get to play for worship on occasion; we play for grade school
parties and senior groups and even

Chamber of Commerce meet-n-greet events.
Try us; you'll like us!

The Numbers

Each January, we make a report to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
giving some of the statistics of the previous year. The numbers we report tell a
fraction of our story, but they serve as markers of our current status. In 2017,
we welcomed 24 new Disciples to our church, which includes baptizing four of
our young people. Our average worship attendance, which includes the big
services of Easter and Christmas eve stayed steady at 96. We celebrated three
of our family members who now live in God’s realm and we had two new
babies born to our families.

Our outreach ministries continued to be one of the strengths of our church. We
have not tracked the number of hours given in mission trips, kids hope,
teaching Sunday School, leading youth groups, singing in the choir and so
many more activities, but it would be in the thousands, if not tens of
thousands.

Financially, we ended the year with a deficit that we hope to make up in the
coming months. Please keep your church in your prayers as we move
faithfully into the future where God is calling us to go.

Upcoming Events
Catered Meal
Wednesday, January 17 at 6:30 pm

Board Meeting
January 17 at 7:15 pm

The Advance
The next Advance will be mailed
out February 7, 2018, 2018. If you
have an article please send it to
Robin at the church office by:
February 5, 2018 @ Noon.
Email to:
secretary@azlechristianchurch.org

Financial Piece
January 21 at 5:00 pm
January 28 at 5:00 pm
February 4 at 5:00 pm
February 11 at 5:00 pm

Food Hub
January 27 at 9:00 am

Super Bowl party
At James & Carole Cudd’s house
February 4 at 4:30 pm
More details to follow

DMM
February 5
February’s meeting DMM will be
feeding the homeless

Continued on page 4
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In Worship — Serving Schedule

If you need to make a change, please contact your committee leader.
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Date January 21, 2018 January 28, 2018 February 4, 2018
Special Day Youth Sunday
Preaching Youth Logan Fraser Alan Lobaugh
Praying Youth Alan Lobaugh Logan Fraser
Worship Leader Youth James Cudd Becky Stults
Table Elder Youth James Cudd Logan Fraser
Bread Elder Youth Diane Weger Becky Stults
Wine Elder Youth Lloyd Harper Paul Nicholl
Eirst Greeter Youth Aaron Ipser Linda Clark
Second Greeter Youth Mark Hiles Cathy snipes
Right Deacon Youth Lindsay Schlueter Belinda Torres
Left Deacon Youth Eddie Weger Harry Dekin
Jr. Deacon Youth Madison Howell Isabelle Piercy
Acolyte Youth Casey Thornton Kasyn Davis
Children’s Moment Youth Susie Hiles Dan Robinson
Children’s Church No Children’s Church No Children’s Church Kat Bayse
Visitation Serving Deacons Serving Deacons Serving Deacons
Home Communion Youth annie Davis/ James Cud_d/
Trish Thornton Harry Dekin

Dave Ramsey’s

colce

UNIVERSITY

Finan

We will begin our Financial Peace University on January 21. This is the perfect time to help you dig out from
under the Christmas debt and make a fresh start for the new year. 5:00 pm on Sundays, Child care provided.
Watch for more details on the website, facebook and in our newsletter.

""Live like no one else, so later you can LIVE and GIVE like no one else™

We are offering a discount on the workbooks to the first ten people (or couples) who sign up for the class.
Contact the church office to reserve your space.
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Continued

ADULT MISSION TRIP NEWS.

Get ready to sign up for mission trip April 14th thru 21st. We’re going to help

SWGSM in the Rio Grand Valley. If you would like to attend or have any Disciples Men’s Meeting

questions ask Scottie or Jan about the trip. It’s a very rewarding trip.
Remember that the first one served in Service is the Server.

Unless noted otherwise

1% Tuesday every month at 6:30 pm
Disciples Women’s Meeting

4™ Wednesday of every month at
/ 6:00 pm
¢

Grief Support Group
1% Tuesday every month at 1:30 pm

Prayer Group

Disciples Women have two important events Wednesdays at 9:30 am
coming in 2018 Bible Stud

Every Wednesday at 1:00 pm
Registration is open for Leadership Conference at

http://ccsw.org/disciples-women/.

You will not need to book a room for Leadership
Conference —we have a gracious host willing to open their
home to us. Please let Susie Hiles know if you are

interested in attending this event Kid’s Zone
(susie.hiles@att.net or 817-313-4036). Wednesday's after school
3:45 pm-5:00 pm
SAVE THE DATES Azle Christian Church
For 1st through 5th graders

CCSwW DWM é}v\;"”"‘"s Mg, CCSW DWM :

Ukulele Practice
Wednesdays at 5:15 pm

&
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE REGIONAL ASSEMBLY

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
SOUTHWEST
=m

MARCH 2 - 3, 2018 i JUNE 22 - 24,2018
Lakewood Christian Church Waco, Texas H Radisson Fort Worth @ Fossil Creek
Theme: “LEADERSHIP” = Theme: “What the World Needs...”
Speaker: Rev. Kristin Jack :=  Keynote Speaker: Rev. Virzola Law
Senior Pastor of Lindenwood Christian

Springhill Suites Marriott i Church in Mermphis, TN :

.
Please call and reserve yourroom i3 please call and reserve your room

as soon as possible @ 254-732-7979. .é as soon as possible @ 817 - 625 - 9911.
Ask for the room block listed under 3% Ask for the room block listed under

MEALS ON

WHEELSINC
of larrany Coundy

CCSW Disciples Women's Ministry. CCSW Disciples Women’s Ministry.

Rates are $109.00 a night plustax, 12 Ratesare $109.00 a night plus tax,
breakfast is included in this rate. &2 breakfast is included in rate.


http://ccsw.org/disciples-women/
mailto:susie.hiles@att.net
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Year to Date

12/31/2017

Contributions $208,084.37 Stewardshl ,.
Operating Expenses $214,559.12 )
Surplus (Deficit) ($6,474.75) /4 /J/(// 7 UU[{

As you can see we ended 2017 with a deficit and therefore we have borrowed from our special funds in order
to pay our bills with the operating budget. We started the year 2017 with a ($12,400.00) deficit. As of
12/31/2017 we have borrowed more than $15,900.00 from our special funds and we need to make a strong
effort to pay our special funds back through 2018.

The updated deficit above as of 12/31/2017 does include December’s outreach.

May the stewardship of our gifts, talents and resources be a part Permanent Fund
of our daily prayers.
Established in 2007, the Azle
Ephesians 2:8-10 Christian Church Permanent Fund
is an endowment fund. This means

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this that all amounts contributed to the

not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that fund are invested and only the
no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in interest income can be used. The
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance idea behind a fund like this is that
for us to do. the fund lasts forever and only the

income is used year after year after
year. Your grandchildren or your
great grandchildren or your great-
great grandchildren might see the

benefits of the gift.
Tax Planning Withdrawals can never cause the
balance in the Permanent Fund to
If you have an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) and you are 70 1/2, go below the original contributions.
you can make donations to charitable entities directly from your IRA. If you would like further

information on the Permanent
Fund, please contact the church
office.

While these contributions are non-deductible, the contributions are also
non-taxable and can satisfy the mandatory IRA distributions required
when you reach 70 %. Under current tax laws including the income may
result in tax penalties and lower amounts of itemized deductions that can Stewardship of our resources can
be deducted. Consult your IRA custodian or financial advisor for further last forever.

information.



Our Father Azle Christian Church Prayer Concerns as of January 16, 2018
Together We Pray ...

Your presence would bring comfort, healing and courage to these people:

Cinda Hopp John Saylor Sandy & Pat Wood Hunter Green Shannon & Dustin Green

Dot Lawler Tom Mundheim Dale Morgan Camilla Spruill Matthew & Caitlin Kropchuck
Terry Henderson ~ Theresa Hughes Frank Ryan Jr Dana Everett Andrew Davis

Corliss Varrette Peggy Grogan Paul Fischel Kadence Poe Sandra Parker

Matthew Grogan Pete & Elaine Tamez Susan & John Connol ~ Tyler Barnard Amy Lawson

Shanda Parker Lauren Hernandez Dan Falmer Benjamin Davis

Prayer requests will remain for 30 days, if you wish for your request to remain longer please contact church secretary.

Your loving spirit to be the hope of the people we continue to hold in prayer:

Barbara & CW Earp Payton Laisure Drew Davis Martha Frome Chuck & Gloria Harrison
Jane Hargrove Dot Harston Glen Fagen Leah Vann Bob & Barb Upchurch
Jack Cowan Sandra Gallatin Jon Saurenmann Pam Dovey Hadley Davis

Gay & Harry Dekin Phillip Admire Sandra Bishnoi Bobby Luna Savana Erwin

Paul Reed Russell Eagleton Crystal Harris Ann Gavin

Bob Knoblock Marie Foster Ricky Stults Nell Brackin

Your presence would sustain the families and friends of those who have passed away

Your guiding spirit to be strength & inspiration for those who serve our country:

1°' Lt. Katie Clark, Cadet Jake Clark, Chad Tidwell, Korea; Brandon Carroll, Persian Gulf, Iraq; Nick Schultz, Afghanistan;
Jonathan Davis, N. Carolina; Sean Lee, Afghanistan, Ken Simmons, U.S.A.

N Minise,, — Global Ministries Weekly Prayer:
3

C“‘“Ch of ¢ hry, ¢

)
&

o
sty 10

For more information visit http://www.globalministries.ora/weekly pravers

We are nourished and encouraged by your presence in our lives.
Help us be a blessing to those we meet.

Amen


http://www.globalministries.org/pray_with_thailand_on_sunday_january_21_2018
http://www.globalministries.org/weekly_prayers
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Disciples News Service

A weelly publication by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
and supported by the Disciples Mission Fund.
disciples.org/dns

Disciples News Service

Volunteers needed for serving in mission in 2018

By Revs. Caroline Hanmdn Arnold and Josh Baird

“God is great. Working through you,” said Rev. Dave Troxler of First Christian Church, Daytona and the
Volusia County Interfaiths/Agencies Networking in Disaster. “Just when we need it you have given us new
hope for continued recovery work. We have a volunteer team coming in this weekend. We just approved six
cases for repair...Thank you so much for your caring.”

In 2017, words like “historic” and “epic” lost some sense of meaning, at least regarding natural disasters.
While hurricanes and wildfires led the headlines, everything from flooding and tornado outbreaks to freezes
and droughts took their toll across the United States and Canada in record breaking numbers. Disciples
congregations responded with an outpouring of support. Many of you reached out to ask how your
congregations could support communities affected by these many disasters.

Your offerings to Week of Compassion have provided for immediate relief and will enable sustained support
for recovery. While your financial gifts continue to be crucial, there are multiple opportunities for “hands-on”
response, as well.

Registration is open for our Harvey Recovery Mission Station(s) in Texas. Because it is still early in the
recovery process, needs and opportunities are evolving. Disciples VVolunteering is facilitating a range of
partnerships to connect mission teams with appropriate work in multiple impacted communities. Mission
locations will be confirmed after your team has registered.

Volunteer teams are also needed in VVolusia County, FL for recovery from Hurricanes Matthew and Irma and
in Van Buren, MO and Clay County, WV for flood recovery. For referral and registration information visit
the Disciples Volunteering “Servants Needed” page.

Responses in Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands are still in the early planning stages. Keep up to date on
future volunteer opportunities by following Disciples VVolunteering and Week of Compassion on Facebook
and subscribing to the Disaster Recovery News emails.



http://www.weekofcompassion.org/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/registration-texas-response/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/disciples-volunteering/servants-needed/texas-response/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/disciples-volunteering/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/disciples-volunteering/servants-needed/
https://www.facebook.com/disciplesvolunteering/
https://www.facebook.com/weekofcompassion/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001_8_suNgqQhH9dZHZPZrpIu8lHmivlqJ3ofKiJ6d-D8_0dYn0LxPTpqMb2X6VqDwfToWWNbDWIMXvNyr-Gu-FYRshyMKIr3V1Tgkv9gfxyNMCP2vNTeP02F9AQ6bBKk7V25rdkpUCYookBwdxG63qMenTNsNeNfYGJErb-iFxQjghBeaG6C9Xb7LBBxE_bJLEddhWtTPofAiE-ED9uhAg4pFSCQjzG84IRAjU7N4O6hkBU_MnqiSTcBTFEdMWddRgoFSdYFxOp9TYnj-5cszuNg%3D%3D&id=preview
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jzzBgg7Xz3MTwAzYs01ACOpmFfWZOkf6dUHtx3580XYTKnQ-ZqpEdzAoNGytE_J42JxjHVsDTTbe9hTw6VFUYBAWOqcujcSOZCQzD9lk6eX3ATEXgHsCnghSRoZT16aqAiYxQBjYUN06KPwfDaIAO3yOSYTU7RDEzx3urOWN9sB7rVT26alIgw==&c=ceYFFqwb20IkFkSOZZl6cjGR3_UXw9p53Vc9nGdEjwHrjj6i-wF_1g==&ch=uZyMgQerxemlNn95kmbDvmRidgSucyy_G1RBfPusTjZ3Q4HXtc9fzg==
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